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Editorial

Bathed in brilliant li llt, an endless beach stretches aiong the ocean shoreiine,
and a white city lies ﬁicl(ien away behind the dunes — Agadir, a paradise of tine
go den sands and blissful sunshine all year rounci, and just 3 hours away trom the
capitais of Europe.

There are a thousand and one ways to experience Agaciir!

First and foremost, of course, there’s simpiy getting away from it all — i)asizing
on the beach and iazing the ay away in magniifcen’c surroundings with an
i(iy ic climate to soot away the stresses and strains of modern life. It’s also an
opportunity to combine tourism with physicai weil-]oeing — trying your hand at
one ot the many sports activities on offer, or getting ourseﬁ/l acL, on form at
one of the Atlantic tiialassotiierapy centres... You'll go {)acie home a new person!

Capital of the Souss Massa region, A adir is also a major centre of economic
and cultural activity. [ts coastline reaches southwards to the Saharan provinces
and its hinterland stretches to the foothills of the Anti-Atlas Mountains. Tociay,
the city is Morocco’s 1a,rges’c fisliing port, its new town a blend of mo ernity
and simplicity with a wealth of luxuriant green spaces, wide avenues, flower-filled
gardens, and elegant contemporary architecture.

Expioring the region, in (iiscovery of its natural wonders and of the traditional
Berber culture in which it abounds, will open your eyes to a lareatil-taizing and
unsuspecteci world — spectacuiar countrysi(i)e, ora, fauna, and different ways of
life, architecture, arts and crafts, and ciaiiy fresh encounters. Your stay will i,eave
you richer in emotions, in ienowie(ige and in memories.

Whatever way you choose to experience Aga(iir, you’ii be taizing a little of the
city’s magic back home wit you.




Water sports and the idle life

Agaalir’s microchimate
lets you make the utmost
of sea and sun all year

rounal

The irresistible joys of sunl)athing’

Agadir Bay, with its verdant fringe
of eucalyptus, pine trees, and
’tamarislz, is one of the world’s most
beautiful })ays. Open to the ocean,
boasting 10 km of fine sandy
beach s’cre’cching beneath cloudless
azure blue slzies, and enjoying over
300 (lays of sunshine a year and
an icleauy mild climate, its waters
are per{ect for safe La’ching and for
water sports of all kinds.

Listen to the sound of the waves,
let yourself be borne away 1)y the
ocean’s rhythm, sleep, dream,
immerse yourself in a ]30012, work
on your suntan, build a sand castle,
lie back and rest awhile , or simply do
nothing at aﬂ...everytlling around
you is an irresistible invitation to
relax, to experience the world as it

should be.




An endless choice of activities

The city’s many top-of—the-line
hotels, holiclay clubs and tourist
residences tucked away in the
lush greenery of their flower-filled

gardens guarantee visitors all

they could wish for in the way of
comfort, modern infrastructures,
and first-rate service. A wide range
of leisure activities and amenities

Protected from the great waves of the Atlantic, Agaalir Bay is a tru/y magniﬁcent stretch of water!

is on oHer, inclu&ing swimming
pools, restaurants, nightclubs,
hammams, spas, tennis courts,
water sports, sea trips, ﬁshing, golf
courses, riding, archery, treleleing,
and guided tours — everything, in
fac’c, that a world-famous seaside
resort should be able to offer its
visitors.
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Not to be misse(l out on

Agadir's f;'slzing port
and yaclzting harbour
are alive with activity,
as l?eﬁts the seagoing

ca//ing D][an ocean city

Ag’atlir, an ocean city

Agaclir has three ports. Among other
thjngs, the commercial port exports
procluce from its fishing inclus’cry,
citrus fruits, early fruits and Vegetal)les b
and flowers. It's well worth visiting the
ﬁshing portin the morning, when part
of the latest catch is l)eing auctioned
off fresh — the orgam'se(l chaos that
reigns makes for a ]ively show! And if
you're feeling peclzish, stop off at one
o£ the many stalls seﬂing gri]led {'15}1
and fish tajines — and then, of course,
there’s the famous Port Restaurant.
Marina Agaclir, the city's new
yachting harbour, was inaugurat
n early 2007. It is set in the hollow
of the superb palm—tree ﬁinged ]oay;
a secure location protected from
wind and 1’1eavy sweus, and can
accommodate 320 craft from 6 to 30
metres in length, with draughts of up
to 4 metres. Boats can now be moored
here for months on end, or even for

the year, without risk. The harbour
has its own Yacht Club and boasts
a whole range of accommodation,
restaurant, and leisure amenities — all
in aﬂ, a harmonious blend of tradition

Ag’a(lir, a radiant city

Agadir is a new city of modern and
coherent architectural clesign — wide
avenues, a spacious town centre, green
spaces (such as the Va]ley of Birds
and the Olhao Garden), and the
hvely Talborj‘c district, where shopping
streets alternate with small pedestrian
squares laid out with terraces where
you can sit and relax in the shade.
A city in perfect harmony with the
mildness of its climate!

Agadn' Bay only needed one more
adornment to Lnng it to perfection
- and now its splen(licl new corniche
stretches a full 5 kilometres along
the coast. Cafes, pubs, and shops =
everyl:ldjng you can think of. There’s
even Wi-Fi coverage available from
one end to the other! An altogeftller
agreea]:;le way of getting to the ]:)each,
and perfect foran elegant evening stroll
to enjoy the magnjficen‘c sigh’c of the
sun setting over the I)ay, before treating
your palate to some of the mouth-
watering specia]i’cies of Souss cuisine.

And there’s certainly no lack of
interesting sigh’cs to see in Agadlr
Foﬂowing the 1960 earl:hqualee,
all that remains of the old Kashah
are its walls. The site overlooks the
port, the ocean, the city itself, and its
hinterland. Pay a visit as the evening
draws in - it'sa moving experience, and
the panoramic views over the majestic

harbour are truly un.forge’ctable!
After the earl;hqualze that (],estroyed

the town; the new medina was
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Off the beaten track

At the gateway to

the Saltara, in Souss
Massa Par/e, gaze//es
and ante/apes are back

in their natural milieu

Souss Massa National Park

The parlz lies along a strip of coastland
running from the mouth of Oued
Souss (south Agadir) southwards to
Sidi Moussa Aglou near Tiznit. Its
great diversi{:y of Liotopes (dunes,
steppes, woocﬂancl, wetlancls, and
arid zones) explains the extra.orclinary
Liodiversity to be found there, as
regards both flora and fauna.

The parlz covers some 33,800 hectares,
and almost 250 species of birds either
make it their home or winter there
before migrating to other climes -
great cormorants, shags, red-footed
falcons, Lanner falcons, spoonl)i]ls
and ﬂamingos among them. Most
remarkable of all is the bald ibis — the
parle boasts the world’s largest nesting
colony of this very rare bird, with an
estimated population of 400.

Mammal life includes wild Loar,
jacleals, foxes, llares, mongooses,
wilclca’cs, genets, and porcupines.
Other rare species of Saharan origin
have also been introduced, inclucling
addax antelopes, Mhorr gazelles, and
Oryx and Dorcas gazelles.

The Souss Massa Park also has some
remarkable and excep’cionally beautiful
landscapes in store for visitors,
]noasting features rarely to be seen side
by side elsewhere in nature - coastal
cliffs, dunes, luxuriant greenery, areas
rich with euphorl)ia, river mouths, and
panoramic views... Visits to the parle
can centre around two major themes:

- cliscovery of Saharan fauna at the
Rokein and Arrouais animal reserves,

- explora’cion of the Oued Massa
estuary, an area of wetlands inhabited

]oy a wealth of birdlife.

Those strange Tifnit trog'lodytes
The ﬁshing village of Tifnit is located
in the Souss Massa National Parlz,
45 km south of Agaclir. You can
look down on it from the cliff tops,
nestling in the hollow of a cove with a
fine sancly beach. The oldest &weﬂings
are dug clirectly into the cliff, facing
the ocean. The local fishermen stay
on the shore, using very long rods
to catch squid, white sea bream and
umbra, either setting themselves up
on the rocks or 1eaning out clirectly
from their troglo&y’cio residences.
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The bald ibis

A 1arge, squat Wading bird
standing 70cm high, the bald
ibis is recognisable ]3y its 1ong
curved red })eala, its all-black
plumage and, above all, 1)y its
completely bald red head. It
nests in the cliffs and feeds on
insects. Toclay, it has become
an endangerecl species and is
threatened  with  extinction.
The Souss Massa National
Park is home to the world’s last

natural colony of bald ibises,

and an action programme
has been drawn up to ensure
their conservation, inclucling
surveillance, monitoring of
repro&uction and evolution of
num]:)ers, setting up of nesting
sites, prevention of preda’cion,
and awareness-raising operations
among the local popula’cion with

regarcl to ibis conservation.
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Excursions to enjoy

o
i el
- 4

§dES
[ |

The Imouzzer Ida
Outanane waterj[a//s

Beaches

Fringecl ljy banana groves and with ample
restaurant service on han&, the beaches
of Tamrhakht and Tag}]azout lie just a
stone’s throw away from Agadlr and are
very popula.r with the Gadiri themselves.
Cape Ghirisa promontory with Atlantic
waves  thun ering against its rocks.
Passing ’cl]rough Tamri, the coast road
continues on to Essaouira, a town 180
km north of Agadlr whose many charms
make it well worth the drive.

Tag’l’lazout

Located 19 km north of Aga(lir in the
direction of Cape Ghir, Taghazout
enjoys a mild climate throughou’c the

year, sheltered as it is Ly mountainous
argan forestland and ocean spray. Its
super]) 7-kilometre beach is a I)yworcl

in the sur[:ing WOI'I(J., and Jcoday the
future looks more than longht for this
enchanting resort with its little {-ishing
port. The new residences and hotels
I)ei_ng built as part of “Plan Azur”
are transforming Taghazout into a
rela.xing and ’cnlly outstanding holiday
destination, with all the a(lvantages
of Agadir's infrastructures — airport,

marina, roacls, and so on — close at hand.

Imouzzer Ida Outanane

Ida Outanane country, to the
northeast of Agadir, is a miniature
paradise on the fringe of the High
Atlas Mountains. You can reach it
along a Wincling road that takes you
through truly Lrea’ch—talzing scenery
—a canyon whose sheer walls overlook
a oued bordered with palm trees and
oleanders The Tifrit Valley, one of
the most beautiful in Morocco, was
Laptisecl “Paradise Vaﬂey" I)y the
hippies of the 1970s. Lying 1160
metres above sea 1eve1, the Imouzzer
Ida Outanane tourist region (60
km from Agadir) overlooks a vaﬂey
of palm trees, and the area is also
noted for its rivers and waterfalls.
An excursion there, which can be
made par’cly on foot along marked
pathways, or l)y mountain l)ilee, four-
wheel drive, or on horse or donlzey
back, makes a per{ec’c complement

to a seaside holiclay in Agaclir.
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Practical information

Entry formalities

Avalid passport fora stay of less than 90
clays is requirecl. An iclentity card may
suffice, clepending on country of origin,
if the trip is orgam'sed Ly a travel agency
for a group of over 3 people. A visa is
requjrecl for some nationalities - enquire
at a Moroccan consulate or cliploma’cic
representation in you country. No
speciﬁc vaccinations are required for
entry into the Kingdom of Morocco.
If you are Lringing your pet along with
you, however, you will need to be able

to produce an anti-rabies certificate less

than 6 months old.

Chang’ing’ money

Moroccan currency is the dirham, made
up of 100 centimes. Foreign currency
must be excllangecl at banks or other
accredited establishments.

Time zone
Morocco is in the Greenwich time zZone,

and time is G.M.T.

Event Calendar

January  ; Cinema & Migrations Festival
]uly : Timitar Festival

October : Concert for Tolerance
Decem]aer 8 European Press Golf Trop}ly

Emergency pllone numbers
Police 19

Fire Brigade 150

Directory enquiries 160

Road safety services 177

Informa’cion and useful addresses

Use{‘ul a(l(lreSSes an(l contacts

Regional Tourist Office :

Avenue Mohamed V, immeuble Ignouan
Tel: 0528 84 63 77/84 63 79

Fax: 05 28 8463 78

Reg’ional Tourism Council :
Avenue Hassan 11

Tel : 05 28 84: 26 29/38/58
Fax: 05 28 84 25 95

ONCF Railway station :

Supratours Agence de Transport et Tourisme
33, rue Yacoub El Mansour, TaH)orjt
Call Center : 08 90 20 30 40

www.onc{.ma

Al Massira Airport:
Rue cl’Inazgane m 28
Caﬂ center : 08 90 00 08 00

Marina: www.porl:-marina-agadir.com

Golf Clubs:

Royal Golf d’Aga(].ir: km 12 route Ait
Melloul

Tel: 05 28 2485 51

Fax: 056 28 23 47 02

Golf des Dunes: Chemin Oued Souss Beb
Sergaw

Tel: 05 28 83 45 59

Fax: 05 28 83 46 49

Golf du Soleil: Chemin des Dunes
Tel: 0528 33 73 29
Fax: 06 28 33 73 33

WwWwW. golfclumaroc .com

Golf de 'Océan:

Secteur Balnéaire et Tourisﬁque B.P: 194
Tel: 05 28 82 41 46

Fax: 05 28 82 41 66

WWW. g‘olfdumaroc. com

Weather Forecast : www.meteoma.net

Office des Changes
(Currency Regulator Authority) :

WWW.OC.gOV.ma

For further information: www.visitmorocco.com

Photo credits: ONMT, Cécile Tréal & ]ean-Micl'lel Ruiz
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MOROCCAN NATIONAL TOURIST OFFICE
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